
HD2 Meeting Minutes – Nov 16, 2013 
Rita Simas, HD2 Co-Captain  

Meeting Facilitator 

 

2013 Holiday Pot Luck Party Announcement: 

Our HD2 Holiday Pot-Luck Party will be held on Thursday, December 2013 from 5 to 8 pm at 

the Historic Grant Avenue Community Center.  We will be collecting non-perishable food 

Items or gently used clothes and donate them to a worthwhile House District 2 organization.  

Please bring your donation to our Holiday Party.  

 

2014 Legislative Comments and Priorities:   

Senator Aguilar presented her areas of emphasis that she was planning for 2014 and discussed some of 

the reasoning behind upcoming Committee assignments.  She touched on the impacts of the Recalls, 

and the high priority that all of the Democratic Senators and Representatives are placing on helping in 

the on-going Hudak Recall campaign.  She also indicated that legislative priority will be given to fixing 

election laws in this area and will work this legislature in a non-partisan manner.  She felt that the 

biggest area of emphasis will be expanding our economy and work to promote more jobs.   She told us 

that the mere indication that Colorado was considering incentives for the Film Industry prompted the 

filming of the “Fast and the Furious” to be done in Salida and that filming brought a significant influx of 

revenue to the community. 

City Council President, Chris Nevitt, discussed some of the issues being handled at the City Council level.  

He touched on the discussions affecting the upcoming Recreational Marijuana usage starting on January 

1, 2014.  He highlighted the current hot topic of public consumption and the current leanings being 

considered which would say that consumption on your own property would be allowed and this would 

include private balconies.  He also indicated that 2014 may also bring more economic revenue to the 

city from expanded tourism.   People may just want to bring their convention to our fair city to get a 

firsthand perspective. 

Senator Pat Steadman was not able to attend, but he sent along his 2014 areas of emphasis that he is 

currently planning.  Time did not permit showing them at the meeting, but I am providing them below. 

 Income tax filing status issues for persons who file as married at federal level when Colorado 

Constitution denies recognition to their marriage.   

 Clean-up statutory provisions on FASTER vehicle fees on rented trucks.  Helps businesses and 

generates additional revenue for highways and bridges.  

 Changes to marijuana criminal laws for Amendment 64 implementation, in particular changes to 

offenses for minors and persons under age 21 found to be in possession of marijuana. 

 Update to disability discrimination laws and laws protecting access for people with disabilities 

that rely on the assistance of service animals.   

 State budget & JBC legislation.    



 

Speaker of the House, Mark Ferrandino and Senator Lucia Guzman were not able to attend the meeting. 

The Denver Democrats Public Policy committee recently completed their 2014 Legislative Priorities and 

they produced a list of initiatives that they are advocating in 2014.  They will be discussing them at the 

DPOD Executive Committee meeting on Nov 19, 2013.  A reformatting of this information is provided in 

Table 1.  Contact Lou Irwin, the Chair of this committee to find out more or sound out on these 

priorities. He can be contacted at:  Lnirwin@comcast.net.  You can find the complete report at:   

http://denverdemocrats.net/content/state-level-policy-priorities-2014. 

 

 

Area Item Topic

Criminal 

Justice

1 Reduce incarceration in private facil ities, phasing out contracts with private providers to the 

extent possible (Joint Resolution).

2 Increase resources (funding and providers) for pre-release services geared toward 

rehabilitation, including adequate therapeutic services for sex offenders.

3 Increase funding for more parole officers and development of improved technology for tracking 

parolees (pending recommendations from Department of Corrections Task Force)

4 Restrict parole hearing eligibil ity to prisoners with actual chance of parole (generally, those 

who are program-compliant and without disciplinary write-ups), with a view toward reducing re-

victimization of victims when there is no chance of parole being granted.

Health Care 1 Reinstitute certificates of need, to control costs

2 Require full  disclosure of chargemasters (what providers charge for each procedure), and 

transparency of health insurance reimbursement schedules.

3 General support for any viable, comprehensive, state-wide single payer health care plan.

4 Support for agricultural and nutrition programs that make healthy food more available and 

affordable.

Energy & 

Environment

1 Require public participation in the full  process of the Colorado Brownfield Voluntary Cleanup 

Program, including public input into how the cleanup will  be carried out, what the cleanup 

entails, and to what standard it will  be held.

2 Redefine the purpose of Colorado Oil & Gas Conservation Commission (resurrect a version of 

HB13-2615/Foote)

3 Tightening regulations related to fracking (along lines of the Il l inois model of strong protections 

for water quality, transparency, and public involvement). Require open air ponds of used 

fracking fluids to be lined, or preferably retained within a closed loop system.

4 Support development of conservation measures for water used in irrigation.

5 Increase severance tax for mineral, oil, and gas extraction to levels at least comparable with 

that of surrounding states.

Social 

Services

1 Increase state support for services to help senior citizens maintain independent living.

Elections 2 Reform election laws to provide for uniform ballot access for all  primary, general, and recall 

elections.

Revenue & 

Taxation

1 Require that foreclosures be initiated only by persons with a documented security interest in 

the property (as in HB13-1249/McCann)

2 Adjust TABOR by making de-Brucing and removal of expenditure ceilings applicable statewide

3 Reforms to avoid cliff effect in public assistance programs

DPOD = Democratic Party of Denver

Table 1. 2014 Legislative Agenda Initiatives:   DPOD Public Policy Committee



 

PCP Spotlight – Fracking Discussion by Nancy Larson, Precinct 249 PCP 

This month our PCP Spotlight was a Fracking Discussion by Nancy Larson, our PCP in Precinct 249.     

Nancy works for Anadarko, Petroleum Company with offices and well sites in Colorado.  The 

presentation presented information and visuals from a pro-Fracking point of view.  Earlier this spring, 

the opposite viewpoint on Fracking was presented by Cherri Morris, a resident in Precinct 218.   

The presentation included a lot of technical information and a very brief summary is: 

 Today’s wells (steel and concrete housings) are drilled down to ~8,000 feet then drilled 

horizontally well below the Fox Hills Aquifer layer at 450 to 700 feet.   

 Natural Gas is now producing over 27% of Colorado’s electrical energy with Coal producing 

almost 63% and wind, hydroelectric and solar producing the last 10%. 

 Fracking fluids are water, sand, coffee grounds and trace amounts of nasty chemicals operating 

in a closed loop fashion.  

 Hydraulic Fracking consumes less than one-tenth of 1% of Colorado’s water with the main user 

being Agriculture at over 85%. 

 Horizontal drilling and Hydraulic Fracturing has pumped up growth in local/state taxes, jobs, 

wages and royalties, and it has been a big reason for our economic recovery since 2010. 

The presentation presented a view from the perspective of a liberal and pragmatic person who 

challenged the audience to consider what we are willing to give up or be prepared to pay to have the 

necessities and amenities that we take for granted from our reliance on energy resources.   Not all 

Petroleum companies operate the way that Anadarko does, and we need to be vigilante in protecting 

our natural resources.  The reader of these minutes is encouraged to research the facts both from a pro, 

a con, and maybe an independent perspective (from Academia) and form their own conclusions.  An 

electronic copy of the presentation given at the meeting is available upon request.  Contact authorof 

these minutes for a copy.   

Personally, I find that there are many issues that want to take ownership of my brain, my time and my 

resources, and I previously thought that Fracking was consuming a large portion of our water, and 

injecting lots and lots of chemicals into the earth.  I now do not think this, and if Fracking can help our 

economy and help to reduce our use of Coal, then I am for it.  I am going to spend more time and energy 

on global warming, gun safety, sexual assault within the military, domestic violence, health care, 

homelessness, and economic injustice.  Whew, I am getting tired just listing everything that needs our 

activism. 

 

 

 

 



 

November 2013 Election Results: 

Time did not allow a short recap of the Nov election results.  So, they are being provided here.  The 

election results are not official, but we do not expect the 

results to be changed for Denver County.   

Denver and Colorado overwhelming approved adding a 

25% Sales and Excise tax to the retail sale of Marijuana.  

Denver approved by 69% and Colorado approved it by 

65%.  

Denver approved the Funds for Public Schools via an 

income tax increase; however, the overall vote in 

Colorado overwhelming did not approve this.  

Obviously, our Democratic Messaging needs work.  The next step in how to provide our public schools 

with the funds to make them better is still being formulated.   

 

All of the Denver City/County initiative passed by fairly high percentage (see below).  

 

 

The Denver School 

Board election 

results are shown 

to the right.   

 

 

The minutes of this meeting are the sole opinion, memory of the Meeting Facilitator, Rita Simas, HD2A 

Co-Captain (rsimas3@gmail.com or 720-296-5303). 

 

 

Yes 68.5% 90,401 Yes 58.3% 72,388 Yes 65.9% 81,648 Yes 59.6% 73,234

No 31.4% 41,501 No 41.6% 51,741 No 34.0% 42,236 No 40.3% 49,503

2A Marijuana sales tax
2D Election conduct 

county
2B Department titles 

county

2C Public safety dept. 

county

Yes 69.3% 91,443 65.2% 832,394

No 30.6% 40,375 34.7% 443,652

Denver Colorado

Yes 52.7% 70,923 35.0% 452,166

No 47.2% 63,592 64.9% 836,324

Denver Colorado

District Mike Johnson 57.1% 15,742 At Large Barbara O'Brien 59.5% 62,119

3 Meg Schomp 42.8% 11,817 Race Michael Kiley 31.1% 32,469

Joan Poston 9.3% 9,798


